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Western Slope/Central 

Mountains Air Quality 

Regional Collaboration 
 
Meeting #1 - 2/27/2012 
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Participants 

• Jannette Whitcomb, City of Aspen 

• Carla Ostberg, Pitkin County 

• Ken Nordstrom, Delta County 

• Ray Merry, Eagle County 

• Richard Stenson, Gunnison County 

• Jim Rada, Garfield County 

• Paul Reaser, Garfield County 

• Morgan Hill, Garfield County 

• Renelle Lott, Garfield County 

• Steve Defeyter, Mesa County 

• Ed Brotsky, Mesa County 

• Randy Swepston, Montrose County 

• Jeremy Simmons, Rio Blanco County  

• Lisa Clarke, Colorado Department Public Health & Environment 

• Chris Dann, Colorado Department Public Health & Environment 

• Pat Reddy, Colorado Department Public Health & Environment 

 



Collaboration Goals 
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•  Promote consistency in communicating air 

quality to local communities, cities, and 

counties 

 

•  Encourage local government flexibility 

 

•  Understand purpose of Air Quality Index and 

Action Days and how to efficiently convey 

information when alerting the public 



Why AQI/Action Days? 
• EPA-preferred method 
 
• Health-based 

 
• Consistent with most other 

areas 
 

• Multi-pollutant 
 
• Conflict resolution (Example: 

No more Colorado “Red” 
advisory when AQI value is in 
the Green category) 
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ACTION DAYS: 
Denver Example 
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Western Slope Action Day 

Examples 
• Blowing dust advisories 

 

• Wildfire smoke health 
advisories  

 

• PM2.5 Action Days 
(typically winter) 

 

• Ozone Action Days 
(typically summer) 
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Grand Valley – 5/23/2010 



AirNOW, CDPHE Listservs, etc. 
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•  CDPHE is working on a specific listserve and EnviroFlash 

expansion for Colorado communities (regional scale) and/or 

specific advisory events (i.e. blowing dust, wildfires, area-

specific events such elevated ozone levels) 

 

•  Currently, the best place to check for any advisories is at: 

http://www.colorado.gov/airquality/colorado_summary.aspx 

under “Other Areas” 
•  Statewide advisories are currently issued 

 

•  Rifle will be added to AirNOW in the coming months 

•  Potential for other sites to be added – workload dependent 

•  Any city on AirNOW can have citizens/interested parties be alerted 

via EnviroFlash 
 

http://www.colorado.gov/airquality/colorado_summary.aspx
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http://www.colorado.gov/airquality/colorado_summary.aspx
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Blowing Dust Advisory Example 
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Ozone Action Day Example 
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Regional Airsheds Example 
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Community Participation 

•  Utilize environmental health websites 

•  Place AQI Indicators on website with specific link 

to Colorado Air Quality Summary – consistency is 

vital! 

 

•  Sign up for listserv and/or check summary page 

daily 

   

•  Participate in social media 

•  Facebook, Twitter, etc. 
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Community Participation 

•  More data collected, the better! 

•  Real-time monitor information 

• Example: Mesa County lending Delta 

County BAM monitor to collect PM2.5 

data, with State assistance   

• Possible sites – Aspen, Carbondale… 

   

•Explore community initiatives 

• Voluntary “Burn/No Burn” programs 

•  Action Day Tips 

 
 





Moving Forward 
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• CDPHE issues health-based Action 
Day issuances  can help with 
burn/no burn programs and how to 
communicate to media or on websites 

 

• Action Days not associated with 
mandatory actions 

 

• Moving away from color-coded 
system to “Burn/No-Burn” will make 
for more effective communication for 
local air quality 

 

• How do you communicate air quality 
in your area to local media? 

 

“Burn” Day (no restrictions) 

“No Burn” Day (burning restrictions/ 

encourage no burning) 
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Questions/Discussion?! 
 
Lisa Clarke, Air Quality Planner 

303-692-3117 or Lisa.Clarke@state.co.us  

mailto:Lisa.Clarke@state.co.us


Historic Denver Red/Blue 
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Parallel Red/Blue Example 
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Action Day Tips 
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 • Days when particle pollution is 
expected to be high: 

• Reduce or eliminate fireplace 
and wood stove use. 

• Avoid using gas-powered 
lawn and garden equipment. 

• Avoid burning leaves, trash, 
and other materials. 

• Choose a cleaner commute – 
share a ride to work or use 
public transportation.  Bicycle 
or walk to errands when 
possible. 

• Combine errands and reduce 
trips. 

• Limit engine idling. 

 

 

• Days when ozone pollution is 
expected to be high: 

• Conserve electricity and set your 
air conditioner at a higher 
temperature. 

• Try to delay using gas-powered 
lawn and garden equipment until 
air quality is better. 

• Choose a cleaner commute – 
share a ride to work or use public 
transportation.  Bicycle or walk to 
errands when possible. 

• Combine errands and reduce 
trips. 

• Limit engine idling. 

• Refuel cars and trucks after dusk. 

• Use household, workshop, and 
garden chemicals in ways that 
keep evaporation to a minimum, 
or try to delay using them until air 
quality is better. 

 

 

 
http://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=resources.whatyoucando#action  

http://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=resources.whatyoucando

